Dear Foster Parent,

Attached are the Fire and Health Foster Home Inspection Checklists. In addition to
these lists, the following must be presented to the Fire Marshal at the time of the

inspection:
e For a home that uses gas energy, obtain an inspection report completed by a
licensed plumber on the home’s appliances. Please note that per Code, homes
that use gas must have their appliances inspected annually.

e For a house with two stories, obtain a fire escape ladder. The Fire Marshal will
advise you on where the ladder my be stored.

Upon compliance with all the requirements, schedule the inspection by email:
health@uctx.gov. We try our best to schedule the appointment based on the foster
parent’s availability, Mon- Fri between 8:30 am and 2 pm.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us:

Health Official: health@uctx.gov or 210-619-0727

Fire Marshal: tperna@uctx.gov or 210-619-0788

Thank you.


mailto:health@uctx.gov
mailto:health@uctx.gov
mailto:health@uctx.gov
mailto:firemarshal@uctx.gov

Foster Checklist (Health)
1. Home and grounds are kept clean and free of hazards to children
2.Kitchen and all food preparation, storage, and serving areas are kept clean
3.Perishable food is refrigerated or safely stored in other ways

4.Home has an adequate supply of water that meets the standards for drinking water of
the TexasDepartment of Health. If a private well is used, the Texas Department of
Health or local health department must be consulted if any problems arise

5.Home has an adequate, safe sewage disposal system. If a private sewage disposal system is used,
theTexas Department of Health or local health department must be consulted if any problems arise

6.Plumbing appears to be in good working condition

7.Home has hot and cold running water

8.There is at least one toilet, lavatory, and bathtub or shower inside the home
9.Bathrooms are kept clean

10.Soap and toilet paper are available in the bathrooms at all times

11.Each child has a clean towel available, or paper towels are available
12.Garbage is removed at least once a week

13.Garbage is kept in metal or plastic containers with tight fitting lids in an area away
from the children

14.The home is kept free of insects, mice and rats

15.The yard is well drained, with no standing water

16.The yard is kept free of garbage and trash

17.The house is adequately ventilated and free from bad odors
18.Windows and outside doors kept open for ventilation are screened

19.Cleaning supplies, insect sprays, medicines, and other materials that can harm young children are kept
where children under age 8 and children for whom these items might present an unusual danger cannot
reach them

20.Accessible electric outlets in rooms used by children under age 8 and children for whom these outlets
might present an unusual danger are safety outlets or have child-proof covers.
21.Electric fans are securely mounted where children under age 8 or children for whom these items might

present an unusual danger cannot reach them, or have guards which keep children
from touching the fan blades

22.0utdoor steps are not slippery. Porches, railings, playhouses, and other wooden structures do not have
splinters

23.Indoor floors and steps are not slippery, and are kept dry when children are using them. Wood surfaces
and objects do not have splinters.

24. Glass doors are marked at a child’s eye level to prevent accidents

* If you have pets, please present current pet vaccinations.
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Form: Foster Famiy Home (16)

General nfo

Billable Amount

NFPA D1+4.6.1.2Childrenareambulatory and capable of selfpreservation

TAC Rule 75043 Foster family home with 1to 6 children

Children mustbe capable of self evacuation, and be withoutany primary medical
needs. No more than two Infants (up to 24 months) may reside at the home and an
emergency evacuationandrelocation plan,asrequired by General Residential
Operations TAC Rule 748.3231,mustspecifcally provide forthe evacuation ofall
residents Inlessthan three minutes.

Foster family homesasingle independent home that b the primary residence of the
foster parentsand provides care for six or fewer childrenor young adults.

General Safety

Bilale Amount

Chemicals locked
Firstalkiththe home (meds locked separately}
NFPA101-4.6.1.2Address ks clearlyvisible fromthe roadway

NFPA 101-4.6.1.2 Flammable liquids are properly stored

NFPA 101-4.6.1.2Combustible kemsare stored away from heating eements (stove,
heaters, fireplace)

NFPA 101- 4.6.1.2 Combustibles are not stored under unprotected stairs

flames

NFPA D1- 4.1.2 Ighters and matches are out of the reach of children

Outlet covers

safety gates

Telephone (recognizable by 9-11system) on site with foster chidren atall times

Chemicalsbcked

Firstaid kit Inthe home (medsbcked separately)

Any requirementsthat are essential for the safety of buildingoccupants andthat are
notspeclfically provided for by thiscode shall be determined by the authority having
jurisdiction.

NOTE: Physieal address numbers and ketters shall be clearly visible from the roadway
and a minimum height of 4 inchesstroke width ¥2 inch in a contrasting color.
Flammalk iqals should be stored insafety cans with the lid shut to prevent vapors
from escaping.

Storage of any ktem thatcould burn (boxes, paper, clothing, wood scraps, blankets,
pillows) near stoves, heaters, fireplaces,or other sources of fiame or heat, Including
the gaswaterheater closets or other gasfired appliances Isnotallowed.
Combustibles must not be stored under the stairs unless the underside of the stairs Is
protected to a ¥2-hour fire-rating. (eg. onehyer of 12hch sheetrock, properly
installed and sealed)

NFPA 101-4.6.12 mmovablescreens or barriers installed to preventcontactwith open Screens (barriers) that preventchildren fromaccessing heating equipment mustbe of

closely spaced wire or expanded metaland must be securely attached to parts of the
building to prevent movement.

All lightersand matches are out of the reach of children.

Outlet covers

safety gates

Telephone (recognizable by 9-11 system) on-site with foster children at all times

Emergency Preparedness

Billable Amount

TAC Rule 749.2907 A written emergency plan and evacuation route provided

TACRule 7492908 Emergency plansand firedrills practicedand documented

Eachfoster home musthave written plans and procedures for handling potential
disasters and emergencies, such as fire,severe weather emergencies, and
transportationemergencies.

Afosterhome mustpractice disaster andemergency plans by:

(1) Discussingthe plansand procedures for handling afireandweather emergency
with the childrenh care;

(2)Conducting afire drill, so children are able to safely exit the foster home within
three minutes; and

(3)Conductingasevereweatherdrill.

The foster home mustdocumentthe discussionsand the drills, includng the date and
timeofeach.

Building Services

Billable Amount

NFPA 11- 9.1.2 Ectricalsystem/appliances are ingood condition

NFPA 101-9.2.1Gas fired heating systemshspected annually

NFPA 101+9.2.2 Gas appliances are properlyhstalled

NFPA 11-9.2.2 Water heater Installed properly
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Electrical wiringandequipmentshall behaccordancewithNFPA70, unlesssuch
nstallations are approved existing Installations,which shall be permitted to be
continued h service.

AHJNOTE: ncluding chlld proof outletcoversand proper use of extensioncords.
Extensioncords are to be used onatemporary basisonly.When the cords remain
plugged In, they become part of the building wiring system. No frayed or spliced
appliance cords are permitted because of the danger of ashort circuit. All unused
openings hthe electrical circuit breaker box must be covered to prevent any materil
from coming Incontact with live electrical wires.

Alr-condltloning, heating,ventilating ductwork, and related equpment shallbe in
accordance with NFPA 90A, or NFPA 90B, as applicable, unkess such nstallatlons are
approved existing hstallations, which shallbe permitted to be continuedh service.

AHJ NOTE: Gas fired heating systems hspected by a Texas kcensed air-conditioning
contractorannually

Ventilating or heat-producing equipment shallbeh accordance with NFPA 91,NFPA
211,NFPA3INFPA54,0r NFPA70, asapplieable, unlesssuch Installations are
approved exisighstallations, which shall be permitted to be continuedh service.

AHJNOTE: Stoves, ovens, heaters, and fireplacesmustbe equipped with metal tubing,
connectors,and properly vented. Heatersand fireplaces equippedwithscreensto
preventcontactwith openflames or hotsurfaces. Approved gascock valve insupply
line for gas kitchen stove or oven. Dryers are equipped with metal vent piping.
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Rated Construction

Ventilating or heat-producing equipment shall be Inaccordance with NFPA 91,NFPA
211, NFPA 31,NFPA 54,0r NFPA 70, asapplicable, unless such installations are
approved existing installations, which shall be permitted to be continued In service.

AHJ NOTE: Water heater equipped with a pressure rellef device, and drain pipe. Gas
WJW%Q{QHHPdaﬂeaStBinchesabovefloorhgarageareaand properly

Biiiabie Amount

NFPA 101- 24.3.3.2 Approved Interior wall and cemng finish

hteriorwall and ceiling finish materials complyingwith Section D.Zshallge ClassA,

ClassB,orClassC.

Doors

NFPA101-24.2.4.1Doorsare notlessthan 28 inches wide

NFPA101-24.2.4.2 Bathroomdoorsare notlessthan24inches wide

NFPA 101-24.2.4.3 Doors are not less than 6 feet 6 inches inheight
NFPA101-24.2.4.4 Closetdoorscanbe opened fromtheinside

NFPA101-24.2.4.5Bathroomdoorscanbe openedfromtheoutside duringan
emergency when locked

NFPA101-24.2.4.6 Doors swingorslidetoopenandclose

NFPA 11-24.2.4.7 Doors operable without the use of akey, tools, or special
knowledge

He e oo

_w Where Installed, do not preven’?”(:as

Bilable Amount

DoorsInthe pathoftravel ofameans of escape, other than bathroom doorsin
accordancewith 24.2.4.2 and doors servingaroom notexceeding 70feet, shall be not
lessthan 28 ihches wide.

Bathroomdoorsand doorsservingaroom notexceeding 70feetshall be notlessthan
24 inches wide.

Doors shall be notless than 6 feet 6 Inches In nominal height.

Everyclosetdoor latchshall be such thatchildrencanopenthe door frominside the
closet.

Everybathroom door shall be designed toallow opening fromthe outside duringan
emergency when bcked.

Doors shall be swinging or sl!ding.

Nodoor ihany meansof escape shall be bcked againstegress whenthe bulld!ng is
occupied. Allbckingdevieesthat Impede or prohibitegress orthat cannotbe easily
disengaged shall be prohibited.

é.‘sl')sl—A.24.2.4.7 Itisthe Intentof this requirement that security measures,

1E_g ress

Multi-level has automatic fire suppression system ORNFPA 7.2.9escape kdder.
NFPA 11- 24.2.2.2 Primary means of escape (unobstructed path to the outside}

NFPA101-24.2.2.3.1Secondary means of escape (unobstructed pathto the outslde, at
street}

NFPA11-24.2.2.3.2 Secondary means ofescape (pathnotobstructed by bckeddoor) |

NFPA 101-24.2.2.3.3 Secondary means of egress (openswithout use of tools, keys, or
special knowledge)

NFPA 101- 24.2.2.3.3 Secondary means of egress (window dimensions)

NFPA101-24.2.5.6 Allbedrooms and livingareas above thefirstfloor mustbe
accessible by an approved set of stairs
NFPA11-24.2.6.1Hallwaysare notlessthat36incheswide

NFPA 01-4.6.1.2 security barsare operable without the use ofakey, tools, or special Al
knowledge )
J

Firearms T—
{no questions)

i Fire Protection
NFPA IDI-24.374.1 Smoke alarms or smoke detection system provided and operational

NFPA 101- 24.3.4.1.1 - Smoke alarms installed In proper locations

NFPA720,FC915.4 carbon monoxide detector on each level
TAC Rule 748.317 Fire extinguishers inspected annually
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thoyt the use of a.key, tool, or special kn?_ edge.

. _Billab _le Aount
Multi-level has automatic fire suppression system OR escape ladder.

The primary means of escape shall beadoor, stairway, or ramp providingameans of
unobstructed travel tothe outside of the dwelling unitat street or the finished ground
level.

Itshall beadoor, stairway, passage, or hall providingaway of unobstructed travel to
the outside of the dwelling at street or the finished ground level thatis Independent of
and remote from the primary means of escape.
tshallbe apassage throughanadjacent non-lockable space, independentofand
remote from the primary means of escape, to any approved means of escape.

Itshall be anoutside window or door operable from the Inside without the use of tools,
keys, or special effort.

Itshall be an outside window or door operable from the inside without the use of tools,
keys, or special effortand shall provide a clear opening of not lessthan 5.7 feet. The
width shall be notless than 20 inches, and the height shall be notless than 24 inches.
The bottom of the opening shall be notmore than 44 Inches above the floor.
Nosleepingroomsor livingareas shallbe accessible only by aladder, astairladder,an
alternating tread device orfolding stairs, or through atrap door.

Tue width of hallways, other than existing approved hallways, which shall be permitted
tocontinue to beused, shall be notfess than 36inches.

ny requirements that are essential for the safety of building occupants and thatare
notspecifically provided for by this code shall be determined by the authority having
urisdiction.

AHJ NOTE: security bars on windows must be releasable or removable from the inside

~ “Billable Amount

Billable Amount

Smoke alarms or a smoke detection system shall be provided inaccordance with either
24.3.4.1.10r 24.3.4.1.2, as modified by 24.3.4.1.3.

NFPA 11-9.6.2.10.1Where required by another section of this Code, single-station
and multlple-statkm smoke alarms shall be inaccordance with NFPA 72, National Fire
Alarm and Signaling Code, unless otherwise provided in 9.6.2.10.3, 9.6.2.10.4,
9.6.2.10.5,0r9.6.2.10.6.

Smoke alarms shall be Installed inaccordance with NFPA 101-9.6.2.10 Inallof the
following locations:

(1)All sleeping rooms

(2)Outside of each separate sleeping area, Jn the Immediate vicinity of the sleeping
rooms

(3)Oneach level of the dwelling unit, Including basements and top of the stairs

AHJ NOTE: The smoke alarms shall be nstalled according to manufacturer's
instructions.

NFPA720FC915.4

A licensed company must Inspect each fire extinguisher at feast annually and conduct
any required service or testing. Newly purchased fire extinguishers do notrequire
Inspectionduring thefirst 22 months of service unlessindicated by the monthly
inspection.

You must keep documentation of the inspection and/or the purchase of new fire
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extingishers atthe operation for review. The documentaton must hdicate the date of
the Inspection and the inspector's name and telephone number.

Afoster home must have a fire extingsher Ineach kchenand oneach level of the
home. Thefire extinguisher mustbe serviced or replaced after each use.

TAC Ruke 7492913 Fire extinguishers Installed properly

AHJ NOTE: Freextinguishers (minimum 2A-10BC) Inkitchenareato protect the first
2000 sq. ft., and one for each floor above the first floor.

Inspector Signature

pector'sName

pector's Rark

pector's Phone(s):Work
pector's Emall(s)

pector Signature line
pector's Signature Capture

Occupant Signature line
Representative Signature Capture(s)
Next nspectionDateand Type
Closing Notes:
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